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REPORT 

OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  FULWOOD , 

FOR  THE 

Year  ending  December  31st,  1896. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Again  it  is  my  pleasing  duty  to  present  you  with  the 
Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Eeturn  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1896 : — 

As  in  former  years,  I have  first  to  deal  with  the  sickness 
and  mortality  occurring  in  the  district  proper,  and  thereby 
we  can  form  an  opinion  of  its  healthiness  or  otherwise.  If  a 
low  infantile  rate  of  mortality  is  any  criterion,  I think  we 
may  congratulate  ourselves.  The  rate  of  mortality  amongst 
infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  births  is  101 ’6,  and  of  those 
under  five  years  33T  per  1,000  births. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  argued  that  this  district  is  comprised 
of  better-class  homes.  True,  but  this  is  only  a greater  proof, 
in  my  opinion,  of  what  comfort  and  cleanliness,  which  is  the 
object  of  sanitation  above  all  other  causes,  will  accomplish. 

Now,  in  judging  of  the  general  healthiness  of  the 
community  by  its  death  standard,  I shall,  as  usual,  have  to 
divide  the  district  into  two  classes,  viz.  : — one  class  for  the 
district  proper,  and  the  other  class  for  all  the  public 
institutions. 
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The  estimated  population  of  the  district  proper  is  2,538, 
and  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  35,  which  gives 
a death-rate  of  13*7  per  1,000,  being  a slight  decimal  increase 
over  last  year’s  rate ; nevertheless  it  is  still  very  satisfactory 
and  low. 

The  estimated  population  of  public  institutions,  which 
include  the  Workhouse,  Barracks,  Harris  Orphanage,  Convent 
of  Little  Sisters,  Blind  Institute,  and  Poor  Law  School,  is 
2,464. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  entire  district  is  5,002, 
and  the  number  of  deaths  204,  which  gives  a rate  of  407 — a 
high  rate  of  mortality,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  deaths 
in  institutions,  particularly  the  Workhouse  (155). 

The  births  numbered  59,  being  six  less  than  in  the 
previous  year ; therefore  we  have  a lower  birth-rate — 232. 

The  chief  causes  of  deaths  in  the  district  proper  are  : — 
Pneumonia,  Pleurisy,  and  Bronchitis  ...  6 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Croup  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

All  other  diseases  which  do  not  necessarily 
come  within  the  province  of  the 
sanitarian  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Again  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  know  that  not  one  case  of 
death  occurred  in  the  district  proper  due  to  one  of  the 
principal  zymotic  diseases,  still  we  had  one  case  of  Croup 
and  one  of  Diarrhoea,  which  shows  we  were  not  quite  free 
from  zymotic  causes. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Council  very  wisely 
took  my  advice  in  respect  to  the  Notification  of  Infectious 
Diseases  Act  and  adopted  the  same.  I say  wisely  because, 
since,  no  less  than  18  cases  of  infectious  diseases  have  been. 


reported  or  come  to  my  knowledge,  all  of  which  have  required 
inspecting,  and  a strict  observation  kept  on  them,  lest  the 
infection  should  either  carelessly  or  thoughtlessly  be  cast 
abroad.  The  houses  have  been  stoved  and  the  patients  put 
under  quarantine.  Scarlet  Fever  was  most  prevalent  amongst 
children  attending  school,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  your 
officer’s  early  attention,  with  the  powers  of  the  Notification 
Act,  did  somewhat  help  to  keep  in  check  what  might  have 
been  a severe  outbreak. 

The  infectious  fevers  notified  were  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Erysipelas 7 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Croup  1 

Distributed  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  (in  Workhouse)  ...  ...  2 

,,  (in  District  proper)  ...  5 

Erysipelas  (in  Workhouse)  ...  ...  6 

,,  (in  District  proper)  ...  ...  1 

Typhoid  Fever  (in  Workhouse) ...  ...  3 

Croup  (in  District  proper)  ...  . . 1 

I believe,  from  numerous  informants,  that  Scarlet  Fever 
has  been  rather  prevalent  in  the  Barracks,  and  I had  one  case 
reported  to  me,  but,  as  your  Medical  Officer  has  no  juris- 
diction inside  Her  Majesty’s  Barracks,  I did  not  make  any 
enquiry  into  same,  but  I am  fully  convinced  that  infection  is 
carried  outside  the  Barracks  by  its  inhabitants,  there  being 
too  free  communication  between  children  inside  and  outside 
the  Barracks.  Whilst  I mention  this  fact,  I must  not  forget 
to  mention  the  kindness  of  the  Officers  of  the  Barracks.  One 
case  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  our  own  district,  and  it 
became  necessary  to  remove  the  patient,  owing  to  there  being 
six  or  seven  more  little  ones  in  the  house,  and  the  mother 
expecting  another.  Your  Officers  had  no  hospital  to  remove 
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the  patient  to,  and  the  parents  could  not  afford  to  pay  for  its 
maintenance  in  the  Infirmary.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Council 
to  provide  means  for  such  emergencies,  but,  as  the  hospital 
question  was  still  pending,  relief  from  this  quarter  was  out  of 
the  question.  A gentleman,  well  acquainted  with  the  Colonel 
and  Officers  at  the  Barracks,  brought  the  matter  before  them, 
with  the  result  that  they  generously  provided  the  money  and 
the  child  was  removed  to  the  Infirmary,  for  which  the  parents 
and  your  Medical  Officer  felt  very  grateful.  I mention  this 
fact  to  show  the  necessity  for  an  Infectious  Hospital,  and,  as 
the  site  is  bought  and  everybody  wishes  to  commemorate  the 
Queen’s  Jubilee  in  some  suitable  manner,  what  better  oppor- 
tunity have  the  combined  Councils,  to  show  their  loyalty, 
than  by  the  erection  of  the  hospital. 

Next  in  importance  to  consider,  after  the  infectious 
diseases,  are  the  causes  arising  from  bad  sanitary  arrange- 
ments and  drainage.  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  Phthisis,  and 
Pleurisy  are  each  more  or  less  affected  if  not  caused  by 
dampness  and  gases  arising  from  bad  drains.  Typhoid 
Fever  also  might  certainly  be  put  under  this  cause. 
Erysipelas  is  also  very  frequently  associated  with  bad 
ventilation  and  drainage.  Therefore,  it  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  the  Council  exercise  a rigorous  inspection  on 
all  new  plans  and  alterations  to  old  buildings  in  respect  to 
the  ventilation  and  laying  down  of  drains,  and  I would 
suggest  that  the  Council  have  the  down-spouts  to  open  on  to 
a gully,  for  I find  that  many  run  under  the  ground,  and  you 
cannot  then  tell  whether  they  are  trapped  or  not. 

Insanitary  Dwelling’s. — The  old  wretched  thatched 
cottage  in  Sharoe  Green  Lane  has  been  closed.  So  ends  a 
long  standing  nuisance.  The  property  belonging  to  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster  that  I complained  about  in  my  last 
report  has  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with,  a number  having 
been  pulled  down  and  structural  alterations  made  in  the  rest. 
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I have,  along  with  your  Inspector,  visited  20  houses  in 
various  parts  of  the  district,  and  in  every  case  where  I have 
suggested  sanitary  improvements  they  have  been  carried  out. 
The  improvements  consisted  of  new  water  closets,  closing  of 
some,  altering  arrangement  of  others,  new  drains  in  houses, 
and  ventilation. 

Slaughter  Houses  have  been  visited  regularly.  They 
are  kept  clean  and  in  good  condition. 

Offensive  Trades. — None  carried  on  in  the  district. 

Scavenging  has  been  carried  on  in  the  usual  manner  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Inspector.  The  roads  generally  are 
kept  clean  and  in  good  repair,  except  those  along  the  tram 
line,  which  are  not  in  as  good  order  as  your  Medical  Officer 
would  wish,  but  I understand  the  Council  have  under  con- 
sideration the  re-laying  of  the  line,  and  only  require  time  to 
improve  matters. 

Sewage. — This  still  runs  into  the  brook  which  empties 
itself  into  the  river.  In  my  last  report  I entertained  the 
hope  that  the  Council  had  got  over  their  difficulty  with  regard 
to  the  Preston  sewage  outlet ; however,  I have  now  no  doubt 
that  before  many  months  are  over  they  will  be  possessed  of  a 
sewage  purification  system  of  their  own,  and  all  trouble  in 
this  respect  will  then  cease. 

Water  Supply. — This  is  good,  and  the  additional 
reservoir,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  filled  with  water  this 
year,  will  prove  ample  for  all  emergencies  for  many  years  to 
come. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  not  been  regularly  visited. 
I visited  Oak  House  Farm  and  found  pigs  being  kept  in  a cote 
adjoining  the  kitchen,  a large  manure  heap  adjoining  this, 
and  the  yard  in  a wretched  filthy  state.  I had  the  pigcote 
and  manure  heap  removed  and  all  the  drains  cleaned. 
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River  Pollution. — This  is  kept  strictly  under  the  eye  of 
the  Ribble  Joint  Committee,  and  I think  little  complaint  will 
be  made  about  the  state  of  the  brooks  in  our  district  when 
our  sewage  scheme  is  completed.  During  the  month  of 
September  an  enquiry  was  held  re  the  pollution  of  Eves 
Brook,  by  Messrs.  Sumner,  Limited,  Brewers.  Since  then 
no  further  case  of  pollution  has  been  complained  of. 

In  concluding  my  report  I beg  to  add  that,  whilst 
sanitary  reform  has  been  going  on  in  an  unobstrusive  manner 
in  the  district,  it  will  still  hold  its  own,  compared  with  most 
other  districts  throughout  Lancashire,  for  its  healthiness,  low 
death-rate,  and  Zymosis. 

I am, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  GARTH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Deaths  registered  during  the  year  1896,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Fulwood,  classified  according  to  Ages  and 
Localities,  and  showing  the  Area  and  Population,  and  the  Birth-rate  and  Death-rate  therein  during  the  year. 
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Deaths  registered  during  the  year  1896,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Fulwood,  classified  according  to  Diseases 
and  Localities,  and  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under  five  years  of  age. 
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Number  and  Cause  of  Deaths  at  different  ages  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1896.  FULWOOD. 
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TABLE  V. 

Number  and  Cause  of  Deaths  at  different  ages  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1896.  WORKHOUSE. 
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TABLE  VI. 

Births  and  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1896. 

BIRTHS. 


LOCALITY. 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

FULWOOD 

27 

32 

59 

WORKHOUSE  

18 

8 

26 

BARRACKS  

14 

11 

25 

59 

51 

110 

DEATHS. 


LOCALITY. 

i 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

FULWOOD 

1 

18 

17 

35 

WORKHOUSE  

92 

63 

155 

BARRACKS  

5 

2 

7 

CONVENT  OF  LITTLE  SISTERS. 

4 

3 

7 

119 

85 

204 

